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On a beautiful early winter day 
in Fukuoka City, CEO Masayasu 
Saki of Fukuoka REIT and Mayor 
Hiroshi Yoshida of Fukuoka City 
met to discuss a favorite topic – 
Fukuoka City.

Saki: I fell in love with Fukuoka City 

when I was chosen to run Fukuoka 

Realty. Mayor, what are Fukuoka’s 

advantages?

Mayor: Fukuoka, like Tokyo, is a 

comprehensive, functional metropolitan 

area. It boasts arguably the world’s best 

airport access – two train stops or a ten-

minute taxi ride takes you from Hakata, 

one of two cores of Fukuoka City, to our 

international airport. This compactness 

provides residents and visitors alike 

with easy access to its political, 

economic and educational centers.

Saki: And amazingly, the population of 

the metropolitan area, currently about 

2.5 million, is actually increasing in part 

due to the area’s excellent academics.

Mayor: The Fukuoka area is home to 

21 universities, including nationally 

leading Kyushu University and Fukuoka 

University, and China and other Asian 

countries are sending an increasing 

number of exchange students. 

Saki: Hailing from Tokyo, I find the 

success of LEVEL-5 Inc. producers 

of the computer game series 

“Professor Layton” to be a tremendous 

representation of Fukuoka’s advantages. 

The company grew from 15 to 200 

employees in a few short years. An 

executive of the company said Fukuoka 

is the ideal city for them because staff 

can enjoy such a high quality of life!  

The living cost here is almost 30% less 

than Tokyo and you can find everything 

here.

Mayor:  Fukuoka offers enthusiastic 

support for the IT, design, and creative 

industries. Fukuoka is also home to the 

famed Hakataza theatrical hall, which 

along with the city has produced leading 

Japanese musicians and entertainers for 

decades.  Kyushu University and two 

other leading universities even have 

design departments and of course there 

are entertainment-focused vocational 
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schools in the city. LEVEL-5 simply 

serves as an exclamation mark – we’ve 

been a leader in “content” for decades.

What’s more, Fukuoka Airport offers 

service to 16 key cities in China and 

Asia. Shanghai is only 90 minutes away, 

and you can get to Busan by hydrofoil 

in less than three hours! Asian capital 

has discovered these advantages and 

Singaporean firms have already made 

significant investments in Fukuoka.  

Saki: International access is important. 

The Chinese are driving excellent 

occupancy at the Grand Hyatt and 

having other positive economic effects.  

All signs point to Chinese investors 

making investments due to our 

proximity, compactness and political 

and economic stability.  Let’s not forget 

though that Kyushu Island’s economy 

is larger than Taiwan’s, and that the 

Kyushu Shinkansen Bullet Train will 

be operational in 2011, attracting even 

more business and tourism to Fukuoka 

from throughout the island.  

Mayor: We are also considering 

extending the Nanakuma Subway Line.  

This would enhance our mass transit 

network and improve access for

residents.  Furthermore, a number of 

property owners in the second core of

Fukuoka, Tenjin, are looking at 

redevelopment to take advantage of air

rights deregulation. We’re re-injecting 

energy and fervor – with a subtle 

multicultural flavor – into this city core. 

Saki: What fascinates me is your 

devotion to greater collaboration with 

Busan.

Mayor: One aspect of our burgeoning 

efforts with Busan is particularly 

noteworthy. South Korea and Japan were 

the standouts of the last World Baseball 

Classic. Last year, minor league teams 

from Fukuoka and Busan went head to 

head, and the success of that series has 

led to plans for the Fukuoka Softbank 

Hawks to play Busan’s Lotte Giants, 

both teams in their respective top 

professional leagues.

Many other cooperative projects are 

likely forthcoming, as we feel Fukuoka 

and Busan comprise an amazing, unique 

international gateway to the world.




